INTRODUCTION

A LIFE of Cooper, written with some particular
reference to the picturesque village among the
Otsego hills, where he so long lived and in whose
soil he, for some sixty years or more, has slept,
has long been needed. That such a book should
have become a labor of love in the hands of
Miss Phillips is not more interesting than it is
fortunate that the task should have been accom-
plished so conspicuously well. Miss Phillips has
borne testimony to the resourcefulness and rare
devotion with which the late Mr. Keese assisted
her in researches extending over many years.
None knew so well as he the personal side of
Cooper's whole life story; none so assiduously
and so lovingly, during a long life spent in
Cooperstown, gathered and tried to preserve in
their integrity every significant and interesting
detail of it.

The turning point in Cooper's life was reached
when he went to Cooperstown, although he wasris, France; Mrs. Edward Emerson
